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Chester-le-Street, 
May,  1926. 

Mr.  Chairman  & Gentleman, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  the  report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  for  Health  for  the  year  1926. 

The  instruction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
is  that  this  shall  be  a “ Survey  Report  ” covering 
the  previous  five  years.  As,  however,  1 only  took 
office  during  the  year  on  the  retirement  of  Dr. 
D.  Duncan,  1 am  not  yet  sufficiently  conversant 
with  conditions  of  the  area  either  to  fully  survey 
or  criticise  them,  and  for  much  of  the  detail 
of  this  report  I am  indebted  to  your  other  Sanitary 
Officers. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
assistance  given  to  me  by  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  Staff  and  particularly  the  Sanitary  Officers. 

1 am, 

Mr.  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


S.  K.  YOUNG. 
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^ACatural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  jdrea. 

The  district,  covering  an  area  of  2660  acres, 
occupies  a sheltered  position  on  the  North  Bank  of 
the  river  Wear  some  ten  miles  from  the  sea.  It 

includes  the  town  of  Chester-le-Street  and  the  mining 
villages  of  Chester  Moor  to  the  south  and  Pelton 
Fell  to  the  west.  The  district  has  a gentle  aclivity 
westward  from  the  river  boundary  to  a level  of  100 
feet  above  sea  level,  which  fact  accounts  for  a satis- 
factory ground  drainage  and  allows,  with  one  small- 
exception,  of  all  sewage  disposal  by  natural  gravit- 
ation. 

The  majority  of  the  population  are  employed  in 
coal  mining,  there  being  four  collieries  within  the 
area.  There  is  one  large  Confectionery  Factory, 
employing  considerable  numbers,  chiefly  females  and 
the  headquarters  of  a large  Motor  Transport  Company 
also  within  the  district. 


The  main  north  road  passes  through  the  district 
at  a point  midway  between  Newcastle  and  Durham 
and  in  consequence  of  this  and  of  its  central  position 
in  the  County  the  town  has  become  the  starting  point 
of  numerous  traffic  routes  which  has  led  to  consider- 
able congestion  of  the  arterial  roads.  A new  b>  e- 
pass  road  is  contemplated  to  divert  through  traffic 
round  the  town. 

The  general  geological  formation  is  carboniferous 
with  a gravel  clay  subsoil. 

The  census  of  1921  found  the  population  of  the 
district  to  be  16,739  and  the  estimated  figure  for  1925 
is  17,880. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  3,352 
and  of  seperate  occupiers  or  families  3,524. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  ;£^54,950  and 
a penny  rate  represents  a sum  of  ;£^217. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  \925.  ' ' 


Causes  of  Death,  1 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes  — ' — * 

129 

95;, 

Measles  • ‘ ^ ' — ' > 

10 

3 

Scarlet  fever  — ^ ^ — 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough-  — — 

1. 

/■3- 

Diphtheria  — ; — 

.1 

0 

Influenza  — — 

4 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  — 

■ ' 0 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

6 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  — 

'.5, 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  — ' • 

13 

11 

Rheumatic  fever  — • ' — ^ ' 

1 

0 

Cerebral  hxmprrhage  — 

4 

11 

Heart  disease  — — 

■ 14 

6‘ 

Arterio-Sclerosis  . — : • , — , 

. u. 

6 

Bronchitis  ' — u 

-8. 

. 11. 

Pne'^imohia  (all  forifis)  • -4_  . 

13 

•'  4- 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ' — 

' 3 ' 

T 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)  — 

' 1 

' I" 

Appendicitis  — — 

' ’) 

b 

Nephritis  - . — , - . — 

2 

1 

I 

Accidents  & diseases  of  pregnancy 

■ • , and  parturition 

0, 

. 1 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation 

• , 

, premature,  birth 

. 9 

6 

Suicide  — — ■ — 

2. 

0 

Other  deaths  from  violence  — ^ 

- 7 

. 3 

Other  defined  diseases  ^ — ’ 

16 

1<5 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

' ’0 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS — Male,  211.  Female,  192.  Total  403. 

Illegitimate:  Male,  5.  Female,  7.  Total  12. 
Birth-rate  22*6. 

DEATHS — Males,  129.  Females,  95.  Total  224. 
Death-rate  12*5. 


INFANT  MORTALITY — Deaths  under  1 year  43. 
Rate  per  1000  births  107  (total  births). 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  166  (illegitimate  births 


only ). 

Deaths  from  Measles 
Number  of  cases  of  Smallpox 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ... 

Deaths  from  Pneumonia  & Bronchitis 


13 

22 

15 

(under  5 yrs.)  34 


Attention  is  drawn  to  the  la»  ge  number  of  deaths 
occurring  in  infants  and  children  from  pneumonia 
and  bronchitis,  either  as  a complication  of  measles 
or  otherwise.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of 
this  mortality  is  preventable  and  largely  due  to  want 
of  prompt  medical  attention  and  care  at  the  outset. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  32  per  1000  higher 
than  it  was  five  years  ago.  It  would  appear  that  many 
infants  are  born  weakly  due  to  lack  of  proper  and 
sufficient  nourishment  for  the  mother  during  preg- 
nancy. This  matter  is  receiving  an  increasing  amount 
of  attention  from  those  especially  concerned  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
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Qeneral  T^rovision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Jirea. 

A.— HOSPITALS. 

1.  Tuberculosis: — Under  arrangements  made  by 
the  County  Council  cases  of  Tuberculosis  requir- 
ing surgical  treatment  are  admitted  to  general 
hospitals  in  the  neighbourhood. 

2.  Maternity: — The  County  Council  maintain  two 
hospitals,  one  at  Bishop  Auckland  and  one  at 
Blackhill,  to  which  suitable  cases  from  the  area 
can  be  admitted  the  patient  bearing  such  part  of 
the  cost  of  maintenence  as  their  means  allow. 

Advantage  is  also  taken  from  time  to  time  of 
the  facilities  offered  by  the  Princes  xMary  Mater- 
nity Hospital,  Newcastle. 

3.  Children  : — Children  suffering  from  Tuber- 
culosis requiring  treatment  are  admitted  under 
the  County  Scheme  to  several  chidren’s  sanitoria 
and  hospitals  outside  the  district 

4.  Fever: — The  district  is  included  for  the  pur- 
pose of  isolation  hospital  accomodation  in  that 
under  the  Chester-le-Street  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
The  Infections  Hospital  is  situated  within  the 
Urban  District  and  provides  accomodation  for  38 
cases  of  Scarlet  fever  and  12  of  Diphtheria.  Steps 
are  being  taken  to  increase  the  accomodation  by 
some  20  beds. 

5.  Small-pox  : — The  Joint  Board  also  control  the 
Small-pox  hospital  situated  outside  the  district  on 
the  Black  Fell,  Birtley.  There  is  accomodation 
for  some  60  dases. 
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B— UNMARRIED  MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE 
INFANTS  AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 

Cases  of  the  first  named  are  admitted  to  the  Relton 
HouseHospital  and  ofthe  latter  to  the  Cottage  Homes 
both  within  the  district  but  under  the  local  Board 
of  Guardians. 

C. — AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

For  Infectious  Cases,  the  Joint  Board  maintain 
two  motor  ambulances. 

For  Non-infectious  Cases,  a motor  ambulance  is 

provided  by  the  local  St.  John  Ambulance  Assoc- 

% 

iation. 

D. — CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  St.  Mary’s 
House  Chester-le-Street. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Ropery  Lane,  Chester- 
le-Street. 

These  are  both  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
the  former  having  one  session  per  week  and  the 
latter  being  open  two  days  a week. 

E. — PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

General: — The  local  Nursing  Association  prov- 
ides a Nurse  tor  general  district  work. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority, 

These  consist  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  one  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  holds  the  special  qualification  of  B.  Hy. 
and  D.P.H.  and  is  part  time:  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor holds  the  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  In- 
stitute and  the  Diploma  in  cattle  meat  and  food 
inspection  of  the  University  of  Liverpool. 
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MIDWIVES. 

No  Midwives  arc  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority  but  there  arc  four  practising  in 
the  area. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws  are 
in  force  in  the  District. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  1890, 
and  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  came  into 
force  on  1st  December,  1909.  The  Public  Health 
Act  1907,  sections  15 — 29  and  31 — 33  of  Part  II, 
Part  in,  section  52 — 66  and  68  of  Part  IV,  Parts 
V and  VI  and  sections  92  and  95  of  Part  X came 
into  force  on  Sept.  8th,  1911. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Cleansing,  Nuisances,  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  Slaughter 
Houses,  Offensive  Trades,  Public  Bathing  and  New 
Streets  and  Buildings,  were  sanctioned  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  12tb  February,  1923, 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  ylrea, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  is  supplied  by  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board  and  the  whole  of  the  area,  except  for 
the  older  part  of  Chester-le  Street  which  is  supplied 
from  a three  day  service  reservoir,  is  supplied  through 
high  pressure  mains.  The  quality  of  the  water  is 
good  and  the  supply  regular,  but  the  higher  positions 
of  the  town  feel  any  decrease  in  pressure  from  any 
cause. 

The  service  reservoir  is  situated  in  close  proxim- 
ity to  dwelling  houses  and  to  the  main  railway  line 
and  should  be  covered  to  protect  the  water  from 
pollution. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

Pelton  Fell.  The  sewage  from  this  part  of  the 
district  is  at  present  untreated.  In  1923  a new  main 
outfall  sewer  was  laid  to  connect  the  village  with  the 
existing  sewage  disposal  works  at  Chester-le-Street 
but  owing  to  the  already  overtaxed  condition  of  the 
latter  it  will  not  he  possible  to  deal  with  this  added 
amount  of  sewage  until  the  works  are  reconstructed 
and  enlarged.  Meanwhile  the  new  sewer  has  not 
therefoi  e been  brought  into  use.  The  Council  have 
received  a report  on  the  matter  from  their  consult- 
ing engineer  with  a view  to  proceeding  with  a 
scheme. 

Chester  Moor  The  Owners  of  the  Colliery  have 
undertaken  a scheme  of  reconstruction  of  the  village 
and  this  includes  the  laying  down  of  surface  water 
drains  and  the  conversion  of  existing  ash-closet 
accomodation  to  water  carriage. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

Whilest  conversion  is  not  proceeding  on  any 
definite  policy  yet  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
have  abolished  all  insanitary  types  of  privy  accom- 
odation and  22  conversions  to  water  carriage  were 
effected  during  the  year  at  the  end-of  which  there  were 
2172  water  closets  and  1773  of  other  types  in  the  district. 

One  row  of  back  to  back  houses  at  Pelton  Fell 
is  in  process  of  reconstruction  which  includes  the 
introduction  of  water  closets  to  replace  ash  closets. 
The  scheme  at  Chester  Moor  previously  mentioned 
will,  when  completed,  very  considerably  further  im- 
prove the  position. 
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SCAVENGING. 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  cai  ried  out  by 
direct  labour  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyors 
Department  For  the  more  distant  parts  motor 

transport  is  used  and  for  the  shorter  journeys  horse 
transport.  The  district  is  cleared  once  a week 
except  for  some  of  the  more  congested  tenement 
parts  which  are  visited  twice  weekly.  On  the 
Council  Estate  the  ash  bins  are  in  many  cases  not 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  a weeks  collection  of 
refuse  and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  for  a bi-weekly 
clearance  of  these  houses.  The  collected  refuse  is 
tipped  on  to  land  and  no  complaints  have  been  re- 
ceived of  any  nuisance  arising  therefrom. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Department 

during  the  year. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

Notices  by 
order  of 
Authority. 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

Dwelling  Houses  and  Schools : 

Foul  Conditions 

1 

1 

1 

Structural  Defects  ... 

52 

46 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

4 

4 

Cowsheds  ... 

2 

2 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Slaughter  Houses 

2 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

15 

13 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

5 

5 

Waterclosets 

10 

10 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

House  Drainage — 

3 

3 

Other  Faults 

6 

6 

Pigsties 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

3 

3 

1 otals... 

111 

i 

103 

WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  32 

(Including  One  Cow  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1925). 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  infectious  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ...  2 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  105 

Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  5 

(Including  the  contents  of  a small  General  Dealers  Shop  destroyed). 


GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  errected  during  the  year  ...  65 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year  ...  64 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets  ...  ...  5 

Ash-closets  ,,  ,,  , ...  ...  17 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  ...  ...  2172 

,,  ,,  ,,  Ash-closets  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  1739 

..  ,,  ,,  Ash-pit  privies  ,.  ,,  ...  ...  34 


GEORGE  C.  BANKS,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  only,  that  of  a Gut  Scraper,  is  carried  on 
in  the  disti  ict.  The  premises  are  situated  too  near 
to  dwelling  houses  are  liable  to  become  a nuisance 
and  should  be  removed  to  a more  isolated  position 

Housing, 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 

While  there  still  remains  considerable  shortage 
of  houses  in  the  area  yet  much  progress  has  been 
made  towards  supplying  the  needs  of  the  district 
and  in  this  connection  it  is  a matter  for  congratu- 
lation that  Chester-le-Street  is  the  second  Urban 
Area  in  the  Country  as  regards  the  number  of 
dwelling  houses  completed.  Since  the  inception  of 
the  Council  Housing  Scheme  536  houses  have  been 
completed,  328  under  the  Act  of  1919,  and  208  under 
the  Act  of  1923,  all  on  one  site  on  high  ground 
on  the  western  boundary  of  the  town.  This  estate 
is  well  placed  and  planned  and  makes  a most  de- 
sirable residential  quarter.  In  addition  to  the  above 
mentioned  houses  168  others  have  been  completed 
by  private  enterpi’ise  since  1919  and  66  are  in 
course  of  erection.  60  under  the  housing  scheme  and 
6 privately. 

The  Council  have  also  purchased  three  other 
sites  of  39,  33  and  12  acres,  the  first  to  extend  the 
present  estate  to  the  south,  the  second  at  the  north 
of  Chester-le-Street  and  the  latter  at  Pelton  Fell. 
This  land  is  sufficient  for  840  further  houses  which 
are  contemplated. 
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OVERCJ^OWDING. 

There  are  many  in^^tances  of  this  evil  in  the 
area  and  the  pity  is  that,  by  a s>  stem  of  sub-letting, 
it  exists  in  numbers  of  houses  on  the  Council  estate. 
This  is  much  to  be  deplored  as  apart  from  increasing 
the  cost  of  upkeep  of  the  houses  b}^  putting  rooms 
to  a use  for  which  they  were  not  intended  it  in- 
troduces a condition  of  affairs  which  it  was  the 
purpose  of  housing  scheme  to  eradicate  and  militates 
against  the  improvement  in  the  health  and  habits 
of  the  population  which  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  improved  conditions. 

Sub-letting  is  a contravention  of  the  agreements 
of  the  tenancies  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  put 
a stop  to  the  practice.  Reference  is  not  so  much 
to  cases  of  married  children  continuing  to  live  in  with 
their  parents  as  to  the  introduction  of  a second 
and  strange  family  who  have  not  the  full  use  of  the 
conveniences  of  the  dwelling  such  as  cooking  and 
food  storage  facilities. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  scheme  of  reconstruction  of  the  village  of 
Chester  Moor  includes  the  conversion  of  all  back 
to  back  houses  with  the  exception  of  one  row  which 
will  be  demolished.  In  Chester-le-Street  the  houses 
generally  attain  a good  standard  of  fitness  much  of 
^he  town  being  modeim.  There  are  however  many 
owner  occupiers  who  in  consequence  of  the  depressed 
state  of  trade  find  it  difficult  to  carry  out  improv- 
ments  other  than  minor  repairs. 
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The  houses  of  the  village  of  Pelton  Fell  fall 
generally  below  a proper  standard  of  fitness.  They 
are  principally  owned  by  the  Colliery  Company  and 
the  latter  had  commenced  rebuilding  with  the 
erection  of  very  desirable  houses  but  here  again  the 
depression  in  the  coal  trade  has  forced  them  to 
cease  operations  for  the  time  being 

The  bulk  of  the  houses  particularly  in  the  Newfield 
area  shouKl  be  reconditioned  and  the  present  sanit- 
ary conveniences  demolished  with  the  substitution  of 
a more  sanitary  type  placed  within  the  curtilage  of 
the  houses.  Most  of  the  streets  require  to  be  made 
and  surface  drainage  installed. 

A neighbouring  coal  company  owning  property 
in  the  area,  are  at  present  engaged  in  converting 
a row  of  back  to  back  houses  but  the  progress  of 
the  work  is  slow  and  might  be  considerably  speeded  up. 

As  previously  mentioned  the  Council  purpose 
building  houses  in  this  area. 

Reference  must  also  be  made  to  the  frequent 
unecessary  deterioration  of  property  due  to  the 
carelessness  or  lack  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants. 

Homing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1 925, 

New  Houses  erected: — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  H2 

( b ) By  the  Local  Authority  90.  By  others  22 
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I.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Inspfxtion. 

1.  — Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  P.  H,  or  Housing  Acts)  524 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulation  1910  200 

3.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

4.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading  ) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  96 

II.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORMAL  NOTICE, 

Nui’.iber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  improved 
in  consequence  of  informal  notice  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers.  ...  46 

HI.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

( A ) Proceedings  tinder  Sec  j of  the  Housing 

* 

Act  ig2^. 

1.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owner  ...  ..  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 
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3, — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declaration  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  nil 
( B ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1. — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

2 — Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  informal  notice  ...  ...  47 

3. — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice; — 

(a)  By  owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(C)  Proceedhigs  under  Sections  c5r’  1 8 of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  /goo 

1. — Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 


to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  2 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

3.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendei  ed  fit  ...  ...  nil 

4.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

5.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  - 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  2 

Frisby’s  Corner. 


This  was  a block  of  property  consisting  of  a twelve 
roomed  house  with  a three  roomed  cottage  adjoining. 
There  were  no  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  building 
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was  in  a dilapidated  condition  with  the  main  walls 
cracked  and  bulging  and  a source  of  danger.  A de- 
molition order  was  served  several  years  ago  but  since 
almost  each  room  contained  a seperate  family  difficulty 
had  been  experienced  in  displacing  the  tenants.  How- 
ever during  the  year  this  was  completed  and  the  pro- 
perty sold,  the  purchasers  cleared  the  site  and  pro- 
ceeded to  erect  an  electric  supply  sub-station  and 
business  premises.  The  Council  by  purchasing  a 
portion  of  the  ground  were  able  to  widen  the  road 
taking  away  a dangerous  corner  thereby  effecting  a 
very  considerable  improvement. 

Atkinson’s  Yard. 

There  were  several  dilapidated  buildings  in  this 
yai  d comprising  insanitary  privy  middens,  open  ashpits 
and  an  old  wooden  wash  house  part  of  the  latter  being 
used  by  a purveyor  wherein  to  prepare  fish  for  sale. 
There  was  also  a bakehouse  within  a few  feet  of  an 
open  ashpit. 

As  a result  of  representations  made  to  the  owner 
all  the  old  buildings  have  been  demolished  during  the  year 
with  the  erection  of  water  closets,  a comodious  brick 
wash  house  with  cement  floor  and  drainage  and  a refuse 
bin  supplied  for  each  tenant. 

Lambton  Terrace. 

The  conditions  at  the  rear  of  this  terrace  have,  it 
appears  been  the  subject  of  contention  for  some  years. 
The  conveniences  consisted  of  privy  middens  in  a poor 
state  of  repair  and  in  close  proximity  to  pantry  windows. 
The  large  number  of  seperate  owners  added  some 
difficulty  to  achieving  the  necessary  improvements. 
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So  far  however  it  has  been  possible  to  have  seven  of 
the  insanitary  privies  removed  and  a similar  number 
of  water  closets  and  ash  bins  provided.  It  is  hoped 
to  complete  the  conversion  in  the  near  future. 

Alexandra  Square. 

The  houses  in  this  square  are  for  the  most  part 
very  old  property.  The  sanitary  conveninces  con- 
sisted of  a series  of  deep  well,  tipper,  closets  of  poor 
design  all  with  the  cleansing  mechanism  out  of  order 
and  the  drains  choked.  The  containing  buildings  were 
in  a deplorable  condition  and  there  w as  also  an  open 
ashpit  in  the  centre  of  the  yard. 

On  representation  being  made  to  the  owner  the 
yard  was  cleared  and  five  new  water  closets  and  five 
coal  houses  erected  and  a refuse  bin  pi’ovided  for  each 
house.  Considerable  repaii’s  were  also  carried  out  in 
the  interior  of  the  houses. 

Inspection  and  Superoision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  is  room  for  considerable  improvement  in 
the  conditions  of  supply  of  milk  within  the  area  and 
particularly  of  the  system  of  distribution.  This  matter 
is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  your  officers. 

MEAT. 

All  meat  is  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  specially  qualified  in 
this  work.  At  present  condemned  meat  is  disposed  of 
by  burial  but  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a suitable  incin- 
erator for  the  purpose.  During  the  year  1260  inspect- 
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ions  were  made  and  32  carcases  part  or  whole 
surrendered. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS  1924. 


Your  Officers  have  inspected  all  premises  coming 
under  these  regulations  and  they  are  satisfied  that 
they  are  now  being  complied  with.  In  some  instances 
it  h as  necessitated  some  minor  alterations  to  the 
buildings. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses  : 


In  1920. 

Registered  8 
Licensed  0 


In  Ian.  1925 
8 
1 


Total  8 9 


In  Dec.  1925. 
8 
1 

9 


Prevalence  o/,  and  Control  over^  Infectious  T)iseases, 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Small-pox 

22 

21 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

...  . 17 

11 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

55 

45 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

18 

— 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

: 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox  (Notifiable 

from  July  ^ 

12 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

1 

1 

The  case  of  encephalitis  was  diagnosed  and  treated 
in  a general  hospital. 


DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN. 

Antitoxin  is  issued  free  of  cost  to  all  Medical 
Practitioners  on  request  and  the  fullest  use  is  made 
of  this  facility.  My  observation  is  that  the  injections 
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are  given  whenever  indicated  the  diagnosis  being  con- 
firmed later  by  throat  swab  and  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  for 
diphtheria,  enteric  fever  and  tuberculosis  is  carried 
out  free  of  charge  at  the  Durham  University  College 
of  Medicine  by  arrangements  made  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  and  I have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  fullest  use  is  made  by  Practitioners  of  this 
facility. 

No  u^e  has  so  far  been  made  of  the  tests  known 
as  the  Shick  and  Dick  tests  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  respectively. 

SMALLPOX. 

The  first  case  was  discovered  in  the  district  on 
Oct.  31st,  at  Chester  Moor  contact  being  traced 
through  the  elementary  school  with  cases  which  had 
previously  occurred  at  Waldridge  Fell  in  the  Rural 
Area.  Of  the  22  cases  notified  by  the  end  of  the 
year  12  had  never  been  vaccinated  and  10  had  been 
vaccinated  once  in  infanc}^  only. 


Ages  of  Unvaccinated  cases  : — 


4,  4,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  11, 


13,  17,  42  & 50  years. 


Ages  of  Vaccinate  i cases  ( infancy  only ) : — 


46,  46,  48,  51,  52, 


52,  54,  54,  55,  & 62  years. 


Vaccination  being  effective  as  a prevention  for  a 
limited  number  of  years  only  it  is  evident  that  all  who 
contracted  the  disease  were  unprotected. 
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Fvery  efFort  was  made  to  check  the  spread  by 
prompt  removal  to  hospital,  disinfection  of  premises 
and  bedding  and  vaccination  of  contacts  Steps  were 
also  taken  by  public  notices  to  urge  all  unprotected 
to  offer  themselves  for  vaccination  and  a large  number 
availed  themselves  of  the  vacilities  offered. 

Whilst  the  prodromal  stage  of  the  disease  has  in 
most  instances  been  severe  enough  to  suggest  influenza 
and  at  times  pneumonia  that  of  eruption  has  been  mild 
and  devoid  of  dangerous  sequelae  with  the  effect  of 
tending  to  minimise  the  gravity  of  the  outbreak  in 
the  eyes  of  the  general  public.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  to  emphasise  that  the  malady  is  true 
small-pox  and  that  at  any  time  it  is  liable  to  exhibit 
itself  in  more  malignant  and  dangerous  form. 

58  primary  vaccinations  and  14  revaccinations 
were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention) 
Regulations  1917  but  in  addition  a very  much  larger 
number  of  contacts  wei’e  dealt  with  by  the  Public 
Vacinator  whose  active  co-operation  has  been  of 
immense  help  to  your  officers. 

D uring  November  the  Joint  Hospital  Board 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  the  suggestion  of  the  District  JVledical  Officers 
concerned  decided  to  re-open  the  Black  Fell  Hos- 
pital for  small-pox  cases  and  since  that  time  there 
has  been  no  difficulty  in  having  all  suffering  from 
this  disease  immediately  isolated. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 

a 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 


Age  Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary. 


Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

4 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

10 

0 

0 

2 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

20 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

25 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Totals 

8 

6 

9 

10 

2 

6 

5 

2 

The  rates  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths 
to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  was  3 to  15. 
Considering  the  difficulties  of  diagnosis,  especialy 
in  certain  types  of  the  disease,  as  for  instance 
meningitis  from  which  two  of  the  non-notified 
cases  died,  the  promptness  cf  notification  by 
Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  is  considered 
to  be  quite  satisfactory. 
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